Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program
Florida Academic Scholars (FAS) / Florida Medallion Scholars (FMS)
2023-24

Initial Eligibility Requirements: (As determined by the Florida Department of Education)

1. Submit the Florida Financial Aid Application (FFAA) no later than August 31 after high school graduation.

Graduate from a Florida high school with a standard high school diploma or its equivalent.

Complete the 16 college-preparatory courses required for admission to a state university.

Achieve the required weighted GPA in the 16 college-preparatory courses per the chart below.

Achieve the required composite ACT" score, Overall Score on the Classic Learning Test (CLT), or combined

SAT’ score no later than August 31 of the student’s graduation year (or through January 31 for mid-year

graduates), per the chart below.

6. Complete the required number of volunteer service hours, paid work hours, or 100 total combined hours
per the chart below.
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16 High School College- I-I_igh Schm_)l (.:ollege Entrance Ex.ams by Volun.teer
Type Preparatory Course Credits ! Weighted Bright High School Graduation Year Service
P v Futures GPA (ACT®/CLT®/SAT®) Hours?
4 - English 2023-24 Graduates:
(three must include substantial 29/96/1340
FAS writing) 350 100 100
4 - Mathematics 2024-25 Graduates: hours hours
(at or above the Algebra | level) 29/96/1340
3 - Natural Science
|(two must have substantial 2023-24 Graduates:
aboratory) 25/84/1210
EMS 3 - Social Science 3.00 75 100
’ h h
2 - World Language 2024-25 Graduates: ours ours
(sequential, in same language) 25/84/1210

1 The required coursework aligns with the State University System admission requirements found in Florida Board of Governor’s Regulation 6.002.
Additional information regarding high school coursework can be found within the Florida Counseling for Future Education Handbook.
2Students must earn the required volunteer service hours, 100 paid work hours, or a combination that totals a minimum of 100 hours.

Requirements to Receive an Award: (As determined by the postsecondary institution)

1. Be evaluated by the Office of Student Financial Assistance (OSFA) as meeting initial eligibility requirements.

2. Be a Florida resident and U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen.

3. Enroll as a degree- or certificate-seeking student at a Florida institution in at least 6 non-remedial semester
credit hours.

Renewal Requirements: (As determined by grade and hours submitted by the postsecondary institution)

1. Students must earn the number of credit hours based on the student’s enrollment type per term.
2. The renewal cumulative GPA requirements are outlined in the table below.

Florida Academic Scholars (FAS) Florida Medallion Scholars (FMS)

Minimum Cumulative GPA
(unrounded and unweighted)

3.0 2.75

For detailed information, including other ways to qualify, please refer to the Bright Futures Student Handbook.
Eligibility requirements are subject to change with each legislative session.

Students are responsible for tracking their application and award status online and ensuring that funding for an
academic year is accurate by contacting their institution’s financial aid office.

Last updated: August 2023



Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program
Florida Gold Seal CAPE Scholars (GSC)
2023-24

Initial Eligibility Requirements: (As determined by the Florida Department of Education.)

1. Submit the Florida Financial Aid Application (FFAA) no later than August 31 after high school graduation.

2. Graduate with a standard high school diploma or its equivalent.

3. Earn a minimum of 5 postsecondary credit hours through CAPE industry certifications that articulate for
college credit.

4. Complete at least 30 volunteer service hours, 100 paid work hours, or a combination that equals a
minimum of 100 total hours.

Eligible CAPE Certifications: Active Articulation Agreements Summary
www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7525/urlt/active-articulation-summary.xlsx

Requirements to Receive an Award: (As determined by your postsecondary institution.)

1. Be evaluated by the Office of Student Financial Assistance (OSFA) as meeting initial eligibility requirements.

2. Be a Florida resident and U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen.

3. Enroll as a degree- or certificate-seeking student at a Florida institution in at least 6 non-remedial semester
credit hours.

Scholarship Restrictions:

Until a student has earned an eligible associate degree, Gold Seal CAPE (GSC) scholarships may only be used at
postsecondary institutions that offer an applied technology diploma, technical degree education program
(associate in applied science or associate in science), or a career certificate program.

Upon completion of an eligible associate degree program, a GSC Scholar may also receive an award for a
maximum of 60 credit hours toward an eligible baccalaureate degree.

Renewal Requirements: (As determined by grade and hours submitted by your postsecondary institution.)

1. Students must earn the number of credit hours based on the student’s enrollment type per term.
2. Students must maintain a minimum cumulative 2.75 GPA (unrounded and unweighted).

For detailed information, please refer to the Bright Futures Student Handbook.
Eligibility requirements are subject to change with each legislative session.

Students are responsible for tracking their application and award status online and ensuring that funding for an
academic year is accurate by contacting their institution’s financial aid office.

Last updated: July 2023



Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program
Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (GSV)
2023-24

Initial Eligibility Requirements: (As determined by the Florida Department of Education.)

1. Submit the Florida Financial Aid Application (FFAA) no later than August 31 after high school graduation.

Graduate with a standard Florida high school diploma or its equivalent.

Achieve the required weighted 3.0 GPA in the non-elective high school courses.

Complete at least 3 full credits in a single Career and Technical Education program.

Achieve the required minimum 3.5 unweighted GPA in the single Career and Technical Education program.

Complete at least 30 volunteer service hours, 100 paid work hours, or a combination that equals a

minimum of 100 total hours.

7. Achieve the required minimum scores on one of the college entrance exams per the chart below no later
than August 31 of the year the student graduates from high school.
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Exam Type Sub-test Required Score
Reading 19
ACT’ English 17
Mathematics 19
Reading Test 24
SAT® Writing and Language Test 25
Math Test 24
. Reading 106
Postsecondary Education Writing 103

Readiness Test (PERT) -

Mathematics 114

Required test scores follow those established by Rule 6A-10.0315, Florida Administrative Code.

Requirements to Receive an Award: (As determined by your postsecondary institution.)

1. Be evaluated by the Office of Student Financial Assistance (OSFA) as meeting initial eligibility requirements.

Be a Florida resident and U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen.

3. Enroll as a degree- or certificate-seeking student at a Florida institution in at least 6 non-remedial semester
credit hours.

N

Scholarship Restrictions:

The GSV award may only be used at postsecondary institutions that offer an applied technology diploma,
technical degree education program (associate in applied science or associate in science), or a career certificate
program and not towards the completion of an associate in arts or a baccalaureate degree.

Renewal Requirements: (As determined by grade and hours submitted by your postsecondary institution.)

1. Students must earn the number of credit hours based on the student’s enrollment type per term.
2. Students must maintain a minimum cumulative 2.75 GPA (unrounded and unweighted).

For detailed information, please refer to the Bright Futures Student Handbook.
Eligibility requirements are subject to change with each legislative session.

Students are responsible for tracking their application and award status online and ensuring that funding for an
academic year is accurate by contacting their institution’s financial aid office.

Last updated: July 2023



Volunteer Service and Paid Work Guidelines

Bright Futures - Florida Academic Scholars Award, Florida Medallion Award, Gold Seal
Vocational Award

The student must complete a program of volunteer service or, beginning with a high school
student graduating in the 2022-2023 academic year and thereafter, paid work, as approved by
the district school board, the administrators of a non-public school, or the Department of
Education for home education program students, which must include 100 hours of volunteer
service, paid work, or a combination of both. Eligible paid work completed on or after June 27*h,
2022, shall be included in the student’s total of paid work hours. The student may identify a
social or civic issue or a professional area that interests him or her and develop a plan for his or
personal involvement in addressing the issue or learning about the area. The student must,
through papers or other presentations, evaluate and reflect upon his or her volunteer service or
paid work experience. (Florida Statute 1009.534)

Volunteer Service or Paid Work may include, but is not limited to, a business or
governmental internship, work for a nonprofit community service organization, or activities on
behalf of a candidate for public office. These hours will meet the requirement for the Florida
Bright Futures Award Program. Students must satisfy the hours requirement by either
completing all volunteer hours, completing all 100 paid work hours, or completing 100
combined volunteer and paid work hours.

Scholarship Volunteer Paid Work Combination of Volunteer
Hours Hours or Paid Work Hours*

Florida Academic 100 or 100 or 100
Scholarship (FAS)
Florida Medallion 75 or 100 or 100
Scholarship (FMS)
Florida Gold Seal 30 or 100 or 100

Vocational
Scholarship (GSV)
Florida Gold Seal 30 or 100 or 100
CAPE Scholarship

(GSQ)

*Volunteer service hours may be combined with paid work hours to reach a total of 100 at each
level (FAS, FMS, GSV, GSC)
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Hours That Are Not Acceptable

e Court mandated community/volunteer service.

e An activity where there is no leader or responsible adult on site to evaluate and confirm
student performance.

e Donations (ex. blood, Locks of Love, canned food)

e Hours submitted after graduation.

e Fostering of animals

e Hours performed overnight at camps or designated events (exception Relay for Life).

« Volunteer or paid work hours earned prior to the completion of 8" grade.

How to document volunteer hours:

e Volunteer service hours must be submitted on the proper district form and submitted to
the school counseling office at your school.

How to document paid work hours:

e Paid work hours must be submitted on the proper district form and submitted to the
school counseling office at your school.

o A copy of a pay stub may be submitted in lieu of a signature and must be attached to
the paid work hours documentation form.

Other General Guidelines

e Any volunteer service hours submitted or approved after the graduation date, even if
earned prior to graduation will not be accepted. No Exceptions.

« Only paid work hours earned beginning June 27, 2022 and thereafter will be
accepted.

e Students must perform the volunteer service during non-school hours.

« A parent/guardian cannot represent as a service agency or work contact.

e Volunteer Service/Paid Work hours will be capped at eight hours per day.
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